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Block 1: 

What Is a World 

View?

Focus

▪ Reports
What is a World View?, Influences on World Views, Considering 
Different World Views

▪ Case Studies
Elon Musk and Technological Innovation, The Arab Spring and Social 
Media

▪ Activities
Collage, Show and Tell, Role Play



Defining World Views
A world view is essentially the lens through which a person 
views the world. It comprises our beliefs, values, and 
attitudes that shape how we understand the universe and 
our place in it. This framework influences how we perceive 
everything from daily interactions to major events and is 
unique to each individual. For example, someone who 
believes strongly in environmental conservation may 
interpret industrial development differently than someone 
whose world view emphasizes economic growth.

Components of a World View
World views consist of several key components:
1) Beliefs: Core assumptions about what is true.
2) Values: What is considered important or beneficial.
3) Attitudes: Our predisposed reactions to certain situations or information.

These elements combine to guide our responses to the world around us, shaping our 
actions, reactions, and interactions.

Impact on Behaviors and Decisions
World views not only influence personal choices but also affect collective societal 
actions. For instance, a community that holds a world view valuing tradition may resist 
modern changes more than a community that values innovation. Here are some ways 
world views can impact decisions and behaviours:

▪ Political Affiliations: People often support political parties whose policies reflect 
their own world views.

▪ Social Interactions: World views affect how we relate to people of different 
backgrounds or beliefs.

▪ Career Choices: Individuals might choose professions that align with their world 
views, like a conservationist working in environmental protection.

How World Views Shape Understanding
Our world view filters the information we receive, influencing how we interpret news, 
interact with others, and respond to global issues. For example, during a global crisis, 
someone with a world view emphasizing global connectivity might focus on 
international cooperation, while another person might prioritize national interests.
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What is a World View?
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1) Define 'world view' in your own words.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2) Discuss how understanding various world views can benefit society.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Write
Write a short dialogue between someone with an environmental world view and 
someone with an economic-focused world view.

1) All world views prioritize economic growth. True False

2) Environmental values can shape economic decisions. True False

3) World views cannot change over time. True False

4) People from the same family always share the same world view. True False

5) World views influence one's perception of news. True False

True or False Is the statement true or false?
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Cut Out Cut out the exit cards below and have students complete them at the end of class.

Exit Cards

Name: ___________________________

Is the statement true or false?

1) Every person has the 
same world view. T F

2) Career choices are often 
influenced by an individual’s 
world view.

T F

3) Attitudes are core 
assumptions about what is 
true in the world.

T F

4) World views affect only 
individual actions and not 
societal actions.

T F
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• Computer with PowerPoint software

• Access to PowerPoint’s built-in image library

1. Open PowerPoint on your computer and start a new presentation.

2. Select a blank slide where you will create your collage.

3. Using the ‘Insert’ menu, navigate to ‘Pictures’ and then choose ‘Stock Images’ 
to access PowerPoint’s built-in library.

4. Search for images that reflect different aspects of your world view, including 
cultural, temporal, and personal influences.

5. Insert your chosen images onto the slide, arranging them creatively to form a 
cohesive collage.

6. Resize, crop, and adjust the images as needed to best fit your design.

7. Add text boxes to provide brief explanations of how each image relates to your 
world view.

8. Save your PowerPoint file once your collage is complete.

Materials What you will need for the activity.

Instructions How you will complete the activity

To explore and articulate personal world views using 

PowerPoint's built-in image library, enabling students 

to reflect on the various cultural, temporal, and 

personal influences that shape their perspectives.

Objective What are we learning about?

Activity – World View Collage
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1) Rate your experience of the activity by shading the stars. 5 stars indicate the best 
experience, and 0 stars indicate the worst experience.

How much did you enjoy participating in the digital 
collage creation activity? ☆☆☆☆☆

How well did the images from the PowerPoint library 
allow you to express your personal experiences? ☆☆☆☆☆

How well did this activity help you understand the 
diversity of world views among your classmates? ☆☆☆☆☆

How much did this activity enhance your digital skills, 
particularly in using PowerPoint? ☆☆☆☆☆

How well did the collage creation process help you 
reflect on your world view? ☆☆☆☆☆

2) Discuss a personal experience that has significantly influenced your world view, 
as depicted in the collage.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

3) How have different cultural influences shaped your perspectives on life?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Reflection Answer the questions below.
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Case Study: Elon Musk and Technological Innovation

Elon Musk: A Visionary Influencing Global Technology
Elon Musk, the founder of SpaceX and CEO of Tesla, stands as a 
central figure in modern technological innovation. His endeavors 
are not just reshaping industries but are also significantly 
influencing global perspectives on technology and sustainability.

SpaceX and Mars Colonization
Elon Musk’s SpaceX has dramatically transformed how the world 
views space travel with its pioneering vision of colonizing Mars. 
This goal has brought the concept of space exploration closer to 
reality, inspiring a global audience and other industries to 
consider the long-term possibilities of human life on other planets.

Key Achievements of SpaceX
▪ Developing the reusable Falcon 9 and Falcon Heavy rockets to decrease space 

travel costs

▪ The creation of the Starship spacecraft, intended to carry humans to Mars

▪ Historic firsts, such as the first privately-funded spacecraft to dock at the ISS

Tesla’s Push for Electric Vehicles
Tesla, under Musk's leadership, has become synonymous with the advancement of 
electric vehicles (EVs), influencing the global automotive industry and energy sectors. 
By proving that EVs can be both desirable and practical, Tesla has played a crucial role 
in pushing the world towards sustainable energy adoption.

Tesla’s Impact on Sustainable Energy
▪ Introduction of high-performance electric vehicles like the Model S and Model X

▪ Expansion of the Supercharger network, facilitating the practicality of EVs globally

▪ Advancements in battery technology and energy storage solutions

Broader Societal Impacts
The influence of Musk’s companies extends beyond technological advancements, 
shaping global opinions on pressing issues such as climate change and the future of 
energy. By integrating cutting-edge technologies with renewable energy initiatives, 
Musk not only advocates for a sustainable future but also demonstrates the practicality 
of these solutions in everyday life. His work encourages a shift in public and corporate 
policy towards more sustainable practices, proving that technological innovation can 
drive positive change. 



Curriculum Connection 
8.1.1Name: ________________________ 13

1) SpaceX launched Falcon 10 rockets. True False

2) Tesla’s Roadster uses hydrogen fuel cells. True False

3) Starship is intended for lunar missions. True False

4) Falcon Heavy is a single-use rocket. True False

5) Tesla proved EV can be both desirable and practical. True False
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True or False Is the statement true or false?

1) Explain how Musk’s companies influence world views on sustainability.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2) Describe the primary goal of SpaceX as envisioned by Elon Musk.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below.

1)

2)

3)

Write
Write three arguments supporting the importance of investing in renewable 
energy technologies, drawing from Tesla's impact.
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• Personal item or image that represents an 

influence on their world view (e.g., a book, photo, 

musical instrument, etc.)

• Presentation space in the classroom

1. Prior to the activity, instruct each student to select an item, picture, or story 
that represents a significant influence on their world view.

2. Allocate time for each student to prepare a short presentation (2-3 minutes) 
explaining their chosen item and its significance.

3. On the day of the showcase, arrange the classroom with adequate space for 
each student to display their item and speak.

4. Begin the presentations, allowing each student to explain their item and how it 
influences their view of the world.

5. After each presentation, allow time for a couple of questions from their peers 
to encourage interaction.

6. Once all students have presented, lead a class discussion on the variety of 
influences shared and what common themes might be evident.

7. Encourage students to reflect on new perspectives they may have gained 
through their classmates' presentations.

Materials What you will need for the activity.

Instructions How you will complete the activity

To help students explore and articulate how different influences such as culture, 

media, and governance shape their personal world views. 

Objective What are we learning about?

Show and Tell – Influences on World Views
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Items Personal items

Family photo album Traditional costume Favourite book

Musical instrument Recipe book Sports equipment

Travel souvenirs Religious symbol Art supplies

A map of a favourite place Film or movie poster Handwritten letter

Newspaper from a 
significant date

Video game A piece of artwork

A ticket stub from an event
Model of a historical 

landmark
DIY craft

Dance shoes Piece of technology A plant or seed

National flag Cultural artifact Handmade jewelry

An award or trophy Local currency Science project

Childhood toy Comic book A diary or journal

Recipe of a family dish A foreign language book
A hat or accessory from 

another culture

Bird feeder Hiking boots
Photo of a famous 

landmark

Piece of pottery Herbal medicine Old radio

Vintage clothing Model airplane Keychain collection

Eco-friendly product Poetry collection Concert tickets
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__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Reflection
Design a postcard from your younger self to your current self. What 
would younger you be surprised to learn about your current worldview?
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Case Study: The Arab Spring and Social Media

The Arab Spring and Social Media
The Arab Spring was a series of anti-government protests, 
uprisings, and armed rebellions that spread across much of 
the Arab world in the early 2010s. It began in Tunisia in 
December 2010 and quickly took hold in Egypt, Libya, Syria, 
Yemen, and Bahrain. The movement aimed at ending 
authoritarian practices and corruption.

Role of Social Media
Social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube 
played a crucial role in the Arab Spring. These platforms 
served multiple purposes:

▪ Organizing and Mobilizing: Activists used social media to organize demonstrations and 
rallies. Quick and broad communication helped mobilize large numbers of people, 
often in a short time.

▪ Spreading Information: As traditional media in many of these countries was state-
controlled, social media offered a way for citizens to bypass government restrictions 
and share real-time information.

▪ Raising Awareness: International awareness of the protests and governmental 
repression was heightened through viral social media posts.

Media's Influence on Public Opinion
During the Arab Spring, media, particularly social media, had a profound impact on public 
opinion and political views both within the Arab world and globally. Here’s how:

▪ Regular people, who had no prior platform, were able to voice their opinions and 
report from the ground, making the human rights violations known worldwide.

▪ The portrayal of protests and government responses on social media often shaped 
public perception about the legitimacy and necessity of the protests.

▪ The extensive use of social media for political discussion introduced new ways of 
political engagement and discourse that challenged traditional narratives.

The Power of Media in Mobilizing Change
The Arab Spring illustrates the transformative power of media in society. It showed how 
media could not only support the mobilization of social change but also influence political 
policies and the global discourse around democracy and human rights. The events 
highlighted the potential of digital platforms as tools for political activism and societal 
change, redefining how movements and resistances can be formed and sustained in the 
digital age.



Curriculum Connection 
8.1.1Name: ________________________ 20

1) The Arab Spring started in Egypt. True False

2) Traditional media freely covered the Arab Spring. True False

3) The Arab Spring did not influence global politics. True False

4) International awareness was unaffected by social media. True False

5) Media did not redefine resistance in the digital age. True False

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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True or False Is the statement true or false?

Write Write a short dialogue between two activists planning a rally using Facebook.

1) Explain how social media helped to shape public perception of the Arab Spring.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2) What role did YouTube play in the Arab Spring movements?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below.
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Cut Out Cut out the exit cards below and have students complete them at the end of class.

Exit Cards

Name: ___________________________

How did activists use social media during 
the Arab Spring?

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________
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__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________
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the Arab Spring?

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

Name: ___________________________

How did activists use social media during 
the Arab Spring?

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________
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Considering Different World Views 

Considering Different World Views
In our increasingly interconnected world, understanding and 
respecting diverse world views is crucial. By examining how 
different perspectives influence our interpretations of events 
and ideas, we can foster greater empathy and cooperation 
among global communities. 

By comparing these different world views, we see that individualism and collectivism 
shape societies in distinct ways. Understanding these differences is essential in a 
globalized world where interactions between cultures with different perspectives are 
common. Embracing diverse viewpoints not only enriches our global understanding but 
also enhances international relations and cooperation. Through empathy and open-
minded dialogue, we can appreciate the strengths of each world view and build a more 
inclusive world.

Aspect World View A: Individualism World View B: Collectivism

Definition
Prioritizes individual rights 

and independence.
Emphasizes group goals and the 
importance of community bonds.

Society
Success is measured by 

personal achievements (e.g., 
USA).

Success is measured by 
contributions to the group’s well-

being (e.g., Japan).

Behaviour
People are encouraged to be 
self-reliant and to express 

personal opinions.

People are encouraged to think 
about the welfare of others first 

and often conform to group norms.

Communication 
Style

Direct and clear, focusing on 
conveying personal thoughts 

and feelings.

Indirect and nuanced, focusing on 
maintaining harmony and respect.

Decision 
Making

Decisions are often made by 
individuals based on personal 

preferences.

Decisions are often made through 
consensus, considering the impact 

on the group.

Education
Emphasizes critical thinking 

and individual analysis.

Emphasizes learning as a group, 
sharing knowledge for collective 

benefit.

Current Event 
Example

In debates on healthcare in 
the USA, individuals advocate 

for personal choice in 
healthcare options.

In the response to natural disasters 
in Japan, community support and 
group strategies are emphasized 

for recovery efforts.
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1) Individualism prioritizes community over self. True False

2) Collectivism leads to personal decision-making preferences. True False

3) The USA values community success over individual rights. True False

4) Education in collectivist cultures focuses on group learning. True False

5) Natural disasters in Japan showcase individualistic responses. True False

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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True or False Is the statement true or false?

Write
Write a paragraph on how understanding different world views could 
improve international relations.

1) Describe how individualism might influence education in a society like the USA.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2) How does the communication style in collectivist societies maintain social harmony?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below.
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• Role-play scenario cards

• Props (optional, such as cultural artifacts, clothing)

• Reflection journals or drawing paper

• Coloured pencils or markers

1. Divide the students into pairs and distribute one scenario card to each pair.

2. Allow the students some time to read their scenarios and prepare for their 
roles. Encourage them to think about the cultural values and norms their 
characters might hold.

3. Each pair performs their role-play in front of the class. Each role-play should 
last for about 3-5 minutes, focusing on initial greetings, exchange of cultural 
information, and navigating any misunderstandings.

4. After each performance, allow the class to discuss what they observed. 
Encourage feedback on how effectively the students communicated and 
respected different world views.

5. Rotate the role-play scenarios among the pairs to give students the 
experience of different cultural interactions.

6. Wrap up the activity with a group discussion on the importance of cultural 
sensitivity and understanding in global interactions.

Materials What you will need for the activity.

Instructions How you will complete the activity

Students will gain an understanding of different world 

views  to foster empathy, enhance communication skills, 

and promote an appreciation for cultural diversity.

Objective What are we learning about?

Activity: World Views Role Play
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Scenario Key Moments/Descriptions

Academic 

Traditions

Characters: Alex from Canada and Kaito from Japan.
Plot Points: Alex and Kaito discuss their school experiences. 
Kaito explains the entrance exam culture in Japan. Alex shares 
about extracurricular activities and school sports in Canada. 
They compare the pressures and expectations from their 
families. They discuss how these systems influence their 
personal and career goals.

Festival 

Celebrations

Characters: Chiara from Italy and Marisol from Mexico.
Plot Points: Chiara is curious about the Day of the Dead 
festival. Marisol explains the significance of the festival and its 
traditions. Chiara describes the Venice Carnival and its 
historical importance. They exchange thoughts on how 
festivals preserve cultural history. They plan a mini-festival in 
school to share their cultures with classmates.

Culinary 

Exchange

Characters: Amina from Nigeria and Eloise from France.
Plot Points: Amina invites Eloise to try a traditional Nigerian 
dish. Eloise shares her experience with French cuisine, 
focusing on desserts. They discuss the role of food in cultural 
identity and family. They plan a joint cooking session to teach 
each other recipes. They reflect on how food creates a bridge 
between different cultures.

Wedding 

Customs

Characters: Raj from India and Sarah from Sweden.
Plot Points: Raj describes a traditional Indian wedding. Sarah 
explains the customs of a Swedish wedding. They compare the 
symbolism in wedding attire and ceremonies. They discuss how 
marriage signifies different values in their cultures. They 
imagine planning a wedding that blends both their traditions.

Business 

Etiquette

Characters: David from the UK and Hana from South Korea.
Plot Points: David talks about the casual approach to meetings 
in the UK. Hana explains the formal hierarchy in Korean 
business settings. They role-play a business meeting, 
incorporating both styles. They debate the pros and cons of 
each approach. They discuss how these practices affect 
international business relations.

Scenario Cards Cut out the topics below.
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Scenario Key Moments/Descriptions

Artistic 

Expression

Characters: Lila from Egypt and Tom from Australia.
Plot Points: Lila shares about the rich history of Egyptian art. 
Tom introduces Aboriginal art forms and their meanings. They 
visit a local art gallery to observe different art styles. They 
collaborate on an art project that combines both styles. They 
discuss how art can communicate cultural values and histories.

Religious 

Practices

Characters: Noor from Saudi Arabia and Ivan from Russia.
Plot Points: Noor explains the five pillars of Islam. Ivan shares 
about Russian Orthodox traditions. They discuss the role of 
religion in daily life and governance. They visit each other's 
places of worship. They reflect on the similarities and 
differences in religious observance.

Educational 

Values

Characters: Sophia from the USA and Lei from China.
Plot Points: Sophia talks about the emphasis on creativity in 
American schools. Lei describes the competitive academic 
environment in China. They simulate a classroom exchange 
program. They discuss the impact of education on personal 
freedom and societal expectations. They plan a school project 
to share their learning experiences with peers.

Environmental 

Views

Characters: Finn from Finland and Maya from Brazil.
Plot Points: Finn discusses the importance of sustainability in 
Finnish culture. Maya explains the challenges and efforts in 
preserving the Amazon rainforest. They plan an environmental 
campaign for their school. They compare how their countries 
handle environmental policies. They brainstorm global 
strategies for better environmental conservation.

Sports and 

Leisure

Characters: Oliver from the UK and Keiko from Japan. 
Plot Points: Oliver shares about the cultural significance of 
football in the UK. Keiko introduces the discipline of martial 
arts in Japan. They teach each other some basic skills from 
their sports. They discuss how sports can influence national 
identity and pride. They organize a school sports day featuring 
both football and martial arts.

Scenario Cards Cut out the topics below.



Block 2: 

Origins of  Human 

Societies

Focus

▪ Reports
Theories of Human Origins, 

▪ Blog Post
Development of Agrarian Societies 

▪ Case Studies
Lucy the Australopithecus, The Transition of the Natufian Culture

▪ Fact Sheet
Hunter-Gatherer Societies

▪ Activities
Timeline, Role Play, Fact or Fiction, Agrarian Society Model



Diverse Creation Myths
Across the world, cultures have crafted various myths to explain the 
origins of humanity. These myths often reflect the values, 
environment, and history of the people who created them. Here are 
a few examples:

▪ Norse Mythology: According to Norse legend, the first humans,                                                
Ask and Embla, were formed from two pieces of wood by the                                            
god Odin and his brothers.

▪ Navajo Tradition: In Navajo culture, the creation story involves                                                                 
the first man and first woman being created from ears of corn by the Holy People in a 
place similar to the present-day Earth.

▪ Aboriginal Australian Tales: Many Aboriginal tribes in Australia believe that the 
ancestral spirits forged the world and its people during the Dreamtime, a sacred era 
that predates living memory.

Scientific Theories of Evolution
Science offers explanations based on evidence from fossils, genetics, and observations of 
living species. The theory of evolution, pioneered by Charles Darwin, suggests that all 
species, including humans, have evolved over millions of years from common ancestors 
through a process called natural selection. Key points include:

▪ Natural Selection: Traits that enhance survival and reproduction become more 
common in successive generations.

▪ Fossil Record: Fossils like those found in Africa's Great Rift Valley provide evidence of 
human evolution, showing a gradual development from early ape-like ancestors to 
modern humans.

▪ Genetic Evidence: DNA comparisons reveal strong similarities between humans and 
other primates, like chimpanzees, indicating a common ancestor.

Recent Discoveries in Anthropology
Recent advancements in anthropology have shed more light on human origins:

▪ Homo Naledi: Discovered in South Africa in 2013, these fossils suggest a previously 
unknown species of early human with both primitive and modern traits.

▪ Neanderthal DNA: Studies show that modern humans outside Africa carry about 1-2% 
Neanderthal DNA, suggesting that interbreeding took place between Neanderthals and 
early modern humans.

▪ Tools and Artifacts: Discoveries of tools and art from ancient sites indicate the 
development of technology and culture among early humans.
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Theories of  Human Origins
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1) Explain what natural selection entails and its role in evolution.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2) What do the discoveries of Homo Naledi suggest about human evolution?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below.

Draw Sketch the evolutionary timeline from an ape-like ancestor to modern humans.

1) Odin created Ask and Embla from clay. True False

2) Navajo creation involves water and sky elements. True False

3) Darwin's theory is called "Survival of the Fittest." True False

4) Homo Naledi fossils were found in North America. True False

5) DNA studies do not support evolution. True False

True or False Is the statement true or false?
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• Large roll of paper or several sheets of poster board
• Markers, coloured pencils, and crayons
• Rulers or measuring tapes
• Scissors and glue
• Reference sheet detailing different theories of human 

origin (provided)
• Access to additional resources or the internet for 

further research (optional)

1. Begin by handing out the reference sheet to each group of students, which outlines 
various theories of human origin.

2. Assign each group a specific theory or story from the reference sheet to focus on. 
Encourage them to use additional resources or the internet to gather more detailed 
information and interesting facts about their assigned theory.

3. Have each group create a section of the timeline on the large paper or poster 
boards, illustrating their theory with drawings, key points, and significant concepts. 
They should use markers, coloured pencils, and any other materials to make their 
section informative and visually appealing.

4. Once all groups have completed their sections, have them present their theory to the 
class, explaining the main elements and why it is significant to the understanding of 
human origin.

5. Connect each section together to form a continuous timeline. Arrange the timeline in 
a chronological or thematic order as appropriate.

6. Display the timeline in a prominent area of the classroom where students can view 
all the theories together, allowing for comparison and further discussion.

Materials What you will need for the activity.

Instructions How you will complete the activity

This activity guides students through an exploration of various theories and stories about 
the origins of human life.

Objective What are we learning about?

Activity - Timeline of  Human Development
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Reference Sheet Theories of Human Origin

Theory/Story
Origin 

Background
Date/Period Description

Aboriginal 
Dreamtime

Australian 
Aboriginal

Timeless 
(Creation 

Era)

Details the creation of the world and life by 
ancestral spiritual beings. The Dreamtime is 

the foundation of Aboriginal spiritual identity.

Enuma Elish Babylonian

Circa 18th 
to 16th 
century 

BCE

Babylonian creation myth where the god 
Marduk slays the chaos monster Tiamat and 

creates the world from her body parts.

Iroquois 
Creation Story

Native 
American

Ancient
Relates the creation of the world on the back 
of a turtle, involving a woman who falls to the 

earth and a muskrat who helps create land.

Pangu and the 
Cosmic Egg

Chinese 
Mythology

Ancient

Tells of Pangu emerging from a cosmic egg 
and creating the world by separating yin 

(earth) from yang (sky), growing taller each 
day to hold them apart.

Biblical 
Creation

Judeo-
Christian

Ancient 
(Genesis 1-

2)

Describes the creation of the world in six days 
by God, with humans created in God's image 

on the sixth day.

Evolution 
(Darwinism)

Scientific
19th 

Century 
(1859)

Proposes that species evolve over time 
through natural selection and genetic 

variation, with humans evolving from ape-like 
ancestors.

Big Bang 
Theory

Scientific
Early 20th 

Century 
(1927)

Explains the origin of the universe as an 
expansion from a singularity, leading to the 
formation of galaxies, stars, and eventually 

planets.

Out of Africa 
Theory

Scientific 
(Anthropology)

Late 20th 
Century 
(1980s)

Argues that modern humans first developed in 
Africa and then spread out to inhabit virtually 
every region of the world, replacing earlier 

forms of hominids.

Gaia 
Hypothesis

Scientific 
(Ecology)

Late 20th 
Century 
(1970s)

Proposes that organisms interact with their 
inorganic surroundings on Earth to form a 
synergistic and self-regulating, complex 

system that helps to maintain conditions for 
life on the planet.

Simulation 
Hypothesis

Philosophical/
Scientific

Early 21st 
Century

Suggests that all of reality, including the Earth 
and the universe, is in fact an artificial 

simulation, most likely a computer simulation.
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Two Stars And A 
Wish

Identify two strengths (stars) and one area for improvement 
(wish) about your group’s performance.

Write two strengths and one weakness of your group’s performance.

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________



Discovery of Lucy
In 1974, a remarkable discovery was made in the Afar region of 
Ethiopia. Anthropologists unearthed the fossilized remains of a 
female Australopithecus afarensis, later affectionately named Lucy 
after the Beatles song "Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds." 

Lucy’s remains are estimated to be 3.2 million years old, making 
her one of the earliest known ancestors of modern humans.

Significance of Bipedalism
Lucy's skeletal structure is a critical piece of evidence for 
understanding human evolution, particularly her ability to walk 
upright on two legs—a trait known as bipedalism. Here are the 
key aspects of her skeletal structure that indicate bipedalism:

▪ The structure of her knee and hip joints allows for an upright posture.
▪ The shape of her pelvis supports a two-legged gait, similar to humans today.
▪ The bones of her legs and feet suggest she could walk upright for long distances.

Bipedalism is significant because it marks a departure from the movement patterns of 
other primates, who primarily use all four limbs for locomotion.

Impact on Views of Human Evolution
Lucy's discovery was pivotal in shaping scientific views on the evolution of humans. Before 
her discovery, it was commonly believed that the development of a large brain preceded 
bipedalism. However, Lucy's small skull and brain size, combined with her bipedal 
mobility, supported a new understanding: bipedalism likely developed before significant 
brain enlargement in human ancestors.

Role in Paleontology
Studying fossils like Lucy has profoundly impacted our understanding of human history. 
These findings help scientists piece together the puzzle of human evolution by providing 
concrete evidence of how ancient species lived and moved. Lucy's discovery underscored 
the importance of East Africa as a significant region in human evolutionary history and 
prompted further research that continues to influence our understanding of our 
ancestors.

This exploration into Lucy's life and significance not only deepens our knowledge of 
human origins but also highlights the role of paleontology in uncovering our past. Through 
Lucy, we gain insights into the evolutionary adaptations that have defined the human 
species over millions of years.
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Case Study: Lucy the Australopithecus 
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1) Lucy was discovered in 1974 in Ethiopia. True False

2) Lucy was named after a famous scientist. True False

3) All primates exhibit bipedalism. True False

4) East Africa is insignificant in human evolutionary history. True False

5) Anthropologists found Lucy's complete skeleton intact. True False

© Super Simple Sheets supersimplesheets.com

True or False Is the statement true or false?

1) Explain the significance of bipedalism in human evolution.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2) What impact did Lucy's discovery have on the scientific community's view of human 
brain development?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below.

Create Create a mini-comic strip showing the moment of Lucy's discovery.
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Cut Out Cut out the exit cards below and have students complete them at the end of class.

Exit Cards

Name: ___________________________

Circle the correct answer.

1) Where were the remains 
of Lucy discovered?

Kenya 

Ethiopia

2) How many years old are 
Lucy’s remains?

2.2 million

3.2 million

3) Which region's 
importance is underscored 
by Lucy’s discovery?

West Africa

East Africa

4) What supports Lucy's 
upright walk?

Joints

Head

5) "Lucy in the Sky with 
Diamonds" belonged to 
which singer?

Beatles

Drake

Name: ___________________________

Circle the correct answer.

1) Where were the remains 
of Lucy discovered?

Kenya 

Ethiopia

2) How many years old are 
Lucy’s remains?

2.2 million

3.2 million

3) Which region's 
importance is underscored 
by Lucy’s discovery?

West Africa

East Africa

4) What supports Lucy's 
upright walk?

Joints

Head

5) "Lucy in the Sky with 
Diamonds" belonged to 
which singer?

Beatles

Drake

Name: ___________________________

Circle the correct answer.

1) Where were the remains 
of Lucy discovered?

Kenya 

Ethiopia

2) How many years old are 
Lucy’s remains?

2.2 million

3.2 million

3) Which region's 
importance is underscored 
by Lucy’s discovery?

West Africa

East Africa

4) What supports Lucy's 
upright walk?

Joints

Head

5) "Lucy in the Sky with 
Diamonds" belonged to 
which singer?

Beatles

Drake

Name: ___________________________

Circle the correct answer.

1) Where were the remains 
of Lucy discovered?

Kenya 

Ethiopia

2) How many years old are 
Lucy’s remains?

2.2 million

3.2 million

3) Which region's 
importance is underscored 
by Lucy’s discovery?

West Africa

East Africa

4) What supports Lucy's 
upright walk?

Joints

Head

5) "Lucy in the Sky with 
Diamonds" belonged to 
which singer?

Beatles

Drake
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• Scenario cards (each card detailing a different theory of human origin)

• Costume items (fabric pieces, makeshift hats)

• Props for role-play (cardboard, paper, markers, and tape)

• Reference materials on theories of human origin (books, printed summaries)

1. Begin by introducing the concept of human origins and discuss different 
theories briefly.

2. Distribute prepared scenario cards to groups; each card should outline a 
specific theory, key points, and suggested scenes or dialogues.

3. Provide students with materials and let them use the reference materials to 
flesh out their understanding of the assigned theory.

4. Allow groups time to plan and rehearse their skit, encouraging them to use the 
details on the scenario cards creatively to build their performance.

5. Organize a performance day where each group presents their skit to the class, 
explaining their theory through the role-play.

6. Facilitate a short discussion after each presentation, encouraging students to 
ask questions and the performers to explain their creative choices.

7. Optionally, record these performances for review and further analysis.

Materials What you will need for the activity.

Instructions How you will complete the activity

To engage students in understanding various theories of 

human origin and development through role-play, 

enhancing their comprehension and presentation skills.

Objective What are we learning about?

Activity: Theories of  Origin Role Play
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Scenario Key Moments/Descriptions

Evolutionary 

Theory

In this scenario, students portray the gradual development of humans from 
ancient ancestors through natural selection. Start with a depiction of a 
simple, ape-like creature foraging for food. Transition to the discovery of 
fire, demonstrating the leap in survival and societal structure. Introduce 
tool-making with simple props to symbolize advancement. Show the 
progression of language from basic gestures to complex communication. 
Finally, depict a scene of early humans teaching their young, emphasizing 
the role of education and community in evolution.

Hindu 

Creation 

Myth

Portray the Hindu story of creation, starting with Vishnu asleep in the 
cosmic ocean. Demonstrate the emergence of Brahma from Vishnu’s navel 
who then creates the world. Show the creation of plants, animals, and 
various landscapes by Brahma as he divides the world into three parts. 
Introduce the first humans and depict their life in a newly created world, 
focusing on harmony and spiritual lessons. Conclude with a festival scene 
celebrating creation.

Aboriginal 

Australian 

Dreamtime

This scenario shows the Dreamtime as a formative epoch when ancestral 
spirits fashioned the world. Begin with the earth in a dormant state, then 
introduce the spirits, emerging from the earth or sky. Show the spirits 
creating landmarks and animals through dance and song. Have students 
enact the laws being given to the people and the creation of societal 
structures. End with a scene of storytelling, where the knowledge of the 
Dreamtime is passed down through generations.

Chinese 

Creation 

Myth

Begin with the cosmic egg and the birth of Pangu, who separates the sky 
from the earth, growing taller each day to keep them apart. Show Pangu’s
transformation into various parts of the world upon his death. Portray 
Nüwa, the goddess who created humans from yellow clay, illustrating the 
individuality of each human. Include scenes of Nüwa repairing the sky to 
save her creations, using stones of five colours. Conclude with the first 
humans learning to live and adapt in their new world.

Big Bang and 

Subsequent 

Evolutionary 

Theory

This combined scientific narrative begins with a depiction of the Big Bang, 
using lights and sounds to represent the explosion. Show the formation of 
basic elements and the first stars. Transition to the cooling of Earth and 
the appearance of water. Show the first single-celled organisms in water, 
transitioning to more complex life forms. Culminate with the evolution of 
humans, emphasizing the long journey from the Big Bang to human 
societies.

Scenario Cards Cut out the topics below.
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Scenario Key Moments/Descriptions

Biblical 

Creation 

Story 

(Genesis)

This scenario portrays the Biblical account of creation according to Genesis. 
Begin with the depiction of God creating light and separating light from 
darkness. Show the creation of the sky, land, and seas, followed by the 
creation of plants, animals, and finally humans, Adam and Eve, all within six 
days. Act out the scene in the Garden of Eden, focusing on the daily life of 
Adam and Eve, including their interactions with the environment. Conclude 
with the pivotal moment of eating the forbidden fruit and the subsequent 
expulsion from Eden, exploring themes of temptation and consequence.

Darwin's 

Theory of 

Natural 

Selection

Students depict Charles Darwin’s journey on the HMS Beagle, observing 
various species. Start with Darwin collecting samples on the Galápagos 
Islands. Show his observation of the finches and how their beaks differ, 
leading to his formulation of natural selection. Act out a debate between 
Darwin and a contemporary skeptic discussing the implications of his theory. 
Include a scene where Darwin is writing his seminal work, "On the Origin of 
Species." End with a modern-day discussion among scientists on how the 
theory has evolved and its impact on biology.

Sumerian 

Creation 

Myth

Portray the ancient Sumerian narrative where the world begins with the 
primordial gods representing sweet (Apsu) and salt (Tiamat) waters. 
Illustrate the tumult from which several gods emerge, leading to a struggle 
for dominance among them. Focus on the crafting of humans by the god 
Marduk from clay to serve the gods after he defeats Tiamat in a dramatic 
battle. Show early humans labouring under the gods, reflecting on their 
created purpose, and celebrating festivals in honour of Marduk.

African Eve 

Hypothesis

This scenario explores the concept that all human beings are descended 
from a common ancestor, Mitochondrial Eve, based in Africa. Start with a 
depiction of a diverse, interconnected group of early humans in Africa. Show 
a geneticist explaining the process of tracing mitochondrial DNA. Act out a 
series of vignettes showing the migration of these early humans out of Africa 
to different parts of the world, adapting to new environments. Conclude with 
a scene in a modern genetics lab, where scientists discuss the implications of 
this theory on our understanding of human connectivity.

Hopi 

Creation 

Story

Begin with the Hopi depiction of the world's creation, emerging through 
successive phases, each destroyed by fire, ice, or water. Portray the entrance 
of the Hopi into this, the Fourth World, through a reed from the previous 
world. Show the interaction between the Hopi people and Kachinas (spiritual 
beings) who teach them how to live harmoniously with nature. Include 
scenes of planting corn, conducting rituals, and dances that are central to 
Hopi culture. End with a portrayal of a Hopi elder passing down stories to the 
younger generation.

Scenario Cards Cut out the topics below.
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Fact Sheet - Hunter-Gatherer Societies

Hunter-Gatherer Societies
Hunter-gatherer societies are groups of people who subsist by hunting animals and 
gathering wild plants, rather than farming or raising livestock. They rely on natural 
resources, moving periodically to optimize access to food and other necessities.

Mobility
Hunter-gatherer societies are nomadic, 
moving from place to place in search of 
food and resources. They do not 
establish permanent homes or towns. 
Instead, they set up temporary camps, 
staying only as long as the local 
environment can support their needs. 
This constant movement is essential for 
their survival, allowing them to follow 
animal migrations and seasonal growth 
of plants.

Diet
The diet of hunter-gatherer societies is 
diverse, relying heavily on foraged wild 
plants and hunted animals. Their food 
sources vary significantly depending on 
the geographical region and season. 
They typically consume a balanced mix 
of proteins, fats, and carbohydrates, 
which they obtain from natural sources 
like fruits, nuts, vegetables, meat, and 
fish. This diet is often considered 
healthier than modern diets that may 
include processed foods.

Social Structures
Hunter-gatherer societies have 
egalitarian social structures. Leadership 
roles are fluid and not based on a formal 
hierarchy. Decisions are often made 
collectively, and resources are shared 
among the group to ensure everyone's 
needs are met. This social organization 
fosters a strong sense of community and 
interdependence, contrasting with the 
individualistic nature of many modern 
societies.

Example
The San people of Southern Africa are a contemporary example of a hunter-gatherer 
society. They live primarily in the Kalahari Desert and continue to practice traditional 
hunting and gathering methods. Their diet includes local plants and animals, such as 
tubers and antelopes, and they move frequently within their territorial lands, 
maintaining an intimate connection with their natural environment.
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1) Hunter-gatherers lived in permanent settlements. True False

2) The San people reside in Northern Europe. True False

3) Hunter-gatherer diets are high in processed foods. True False

4) All modern societies use money for transactions. True False

5) Mobility is essential for hunter-gatherer survival. True False

© Super Simple Sheets supersimplesheets.com

True or False Is the statement true or false?

Write
Write a short journal entry from the perspective of a member of a hunter-
gatherer society describing their day.

1) Describe the typical diet of a hunter-gatherer society.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2) Why might the lifestyle of hunter-gatherers be considered more sustainable than that 
of modern societies?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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• A list of statements about hunter-gatherer 
societies

• A 'Fact' sign and a 'Fiction' sign to distinguish the 
two sides of the room

• Designated areas in the classroom to place the 
'Fact' and 'Fiction' signs, allowing space for 
students to move to either side

1. Your teacher will read statements. Pay close attention as each statement is 
shared.

2. Consider carefully whether you think the statement is true or false.

3. If you decide the statement is true, walk to the 'Fact' side of the room.

4. If your guess is that it's not true, move to the 'Fiction' side of the room.

5. Stay on your chosen side and listen attentively for the correct answer to be 
revealed.

6. When the right answer is announced, return to your seat, ready for the next 
round.

7. Have fun getting up and moving!

Materials What you will need for the activity.

Instructions How you will complete the activity

To help students improve their critical thinking skills and learn more about hunter-
gatherer societies.

Objective What are we learning about?

Fact or Fiction – Hunter-Gatherer Societies
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Fact or Fiction Read the statements to the class.

# Statement
Fact or 
Fiction

1 Hunter-gatherers had no form of government. Fiction

2
Hunter-gatherer societies typically moved around often to follow food 
sources.

Fact

3 The diet of hunter-gatherers was primarily vegetarian. Fiction

4 Hunter-gatherers made tools from stones, bones, and wood. Fact

5 All hunter-gatherer societies were peaceful and had no conflicts. Fiction

6
Hunter-gatherers often had detailed knowledge of the plants and 
animals in their area.

Fact

7 They used metal tools to hunt and gather food. Fiction

8
Oral storytelling was an important way for hunter-gatherers to pass on 
knowledge.

Fact

9 Hunter-gatherers lived in permanent buildings made of bricks. Fiction

10
Fire was first used by hunter-gatherer societies for cooking and 
warmth.

Fact

11 All hunter-gatherer children attended formal schools. Fiction

12 Hunter-gatherers created cave paintings that still exist today. Fact

13 They relied heavily on agriculture to survive. Fiction

14 Many hunter-gatherer societies practiced seasonal migrations. Fact

15 Hunter-gatherers used whistles to communicate over long distances. Fiction

16
The use of tools by hunter-gatherers marked the beginning of the 
Stone Age.

Fact

17
Hunter-gatherer societies often traded goods with neighbouring 
groups.

Fact

18 Hunter-gatherers lived in large, structured cities. Fiction

19
They had complex social structures that included roles for different 
members.

Fact

20
Hunter-gatherers could only use tools they found in nature, not ones 
they made.

Fiction
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Reflection Reflect on the activity by writing about its different aspects.

What Did You Learn? What Surprised You?

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

What Did You Find Difficult? Suggestions To Improve The Game.

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________
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Agrarian Societies: A Revolutionary Shift in Human History

Date: July 10, 2024                        Author: By: Jordan McKenzie                       4-minute read

The transition from hunter-gatherer communities to agrarian societies marks one of the 
most significant revolutions in human history. Around 12,000 years ago, during the 
Neolithic period, this shift changed the course of human development, leading to the 
establishment of permanent settlements and the foundation of modern civilization.

Initially, humans relied on hunting wild animals and gathering edible plants to survive. This 
lifestyle required constant movement in search of food, making it difficult to build lasting 
homes or accumulate wealth. However, the discovery and subsequent adoption of 
agriculture allowed groups to control food production through the cultivation of crops and 
domestication of animals.

The development of agriculture led to food surpluses. For the first time, societies could 
grow more food than they immediately needed. This surplus allowed people to store food 
for future use, supporting larger populations and reducing the risk of famine. By 7000 BCE, 
evidence shows that villages such as Jericho in the Near East had populations in the 
hundreds, sustained by these surpluses.

A sedentary lifestyle became feasible because people no longer needed to move around to 
find their next meal. This stability fostered the growth of villages and eventually cities, as 
more people could live together in one place. The world's first cities, like Uruk in 
Mesopotamia, emerged around 3500 BCE, driven by the agricultural boom and the 
increasing complexity of human societies.

These developments had profound implications. Permanent settlements led to the creation 
of government, social structures, and even early forms of technology. Agriculture was not 
just about food; it reshaped every aspect of life, setting the stage for the advancement of 
human civilization.

Comments:

Miles Turner - July 10, 2024

Incredible article, Jordan! The shift to agrarian societies indeed set the 
foundation for modern civilization. However, it's worth noting that this 
transition also had its downsides, such as the increase in social hierarchies and 
environmental impacts which are still relevant today.

Like     Reply 2h ago

Blog Post: Development of  Agrarian Societies 



Curriculum Connection 
8.1.2Name: ________________________ 45

© Super Simple Sheets supersimplesheets.com

1) Explain the connection between food surpluses and the growth of villages.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2) How did the sedentary lifestyles fostered by agriculture impact social structures?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below.

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

Visualizing Draw what you were picturing while you were reading. Explain the picture.

1) Jericho had populations in the thousands by 7000 BCE. True False

2) Domestication was pivotal for agrarian societies. True False

3) Uruk was among the first cities due to agriculture. True False

4) Permanent settlements hindered governmental development. True False

5) Sedentary lifestyles were enabled by agriculture. True False

True or False Is the statement true or false?
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• Modeling clay or playdough
• Coloured paper
• Scissors
• Markers or paint
• Glue or tape
• Ruler
• Pencil

1. Distribute the materials equally among the students.

2. Ask each student to sketch a simple layout of a farm, including areas for housing, 
farming, and storage.

3. Using clay, create basic shapes to represent houses and storage units.

4. Use green paper to make fields. Cut the paper into strips and roll them to mimic 
crops.

5. Arrange the houses and fields on a flat surface to form a village.

6. Use additional clay to create pathways between the structures.

7. Encourage creativity in adding details like trees, rivers, or animals using any leftover 
materials.

8. Once all the models are complete, conduct a class discussion where each student 
presents their model, explaining the layout and how it reflects the features of an 
agrarian society. 

9. Encourage students to discuss the decisions they made during construction and how 
these reflect the societal structure and resource management of an agrarian 
community.

Materials What you will need for the activity.

Instructions How you will complete the activity

To help students understand the evolution from nomadic lifestyles to settled agrarian 
societies, focusing on the role of agricultural development and surplus food in shaping 
early social structures.

Objective What are we learning about?

Activity – Agrarian Society Model 
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Plan Use this space to plan and draw the layout of your farm model.
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Reflection 
Journal

Write a journal entry from the perspective of an individual transitioning from a 
nomadic to a sedentary lifestyle. Discuss their hopes, challenges, and daily life.

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________



Background of the Natufian Culture
The Natufian culture thrived from approximately 12,500 to 
9,500 BCE in the Levant region, an area now comprising 
modern-day Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. This 
culture is renowned for being among the first to make the 
pivotal shift from a semi-sedentary hunter-gatherer 
lifestyle to an agrarian society. 

This period marked a significant 
transformation in human history, as it laid the groundwork 
for the development of future civilizations.

Transition to Agriculture
The Natufians were instrumental in evolving human society towards agriculture. Initially, 
they were hunter-gatherers who harvested wild cereals. Over time, they began to actively 
cultivate crops such as wheat and barley. This shift was not abrupt but a gradual 
adaptation that allowed them to sustain larger populations and form stable communities. 
Key advancements during this period included:

▪ Cultivation of cereals: Wheat and barley were among the first crops to be 
domesticated, providing a reliable food source.

▪ Domestication of animals: The Natufians domesticated dogs, which played roles in 
hunting and provided protection for the settling communities.

Impact on Society
The agricultural practices developed by the Natufians had profound impacts on their 
society. The ability to produce food led to the establishment of permanent settlements, 
such as the well-known site of Ain Mallaha (Eynan). These settlements are some of the 
earliest evidence of structured communities. 

The surplus of resources led to an increase in population density and the complexity of 
social structures. This era laid the foundational elements for societal growth, including the 
development of trade networks, social hierarchies, and more sophisticated tools and 
artifacts.

Role in Human Development
The Natufians' successful transition to an agrarian lifestyle marks a crucial chapter in the 
broader narrative of human development. Their innovations in agriculture and settlement 
not only sustained their own culture but also set the stage for the emergence of future 
civilizations. 
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Case Study: The Transition of  the Natufian Culture
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1) Natufian culture existed 10,000 to 7,000 BCE. True False

2) Natufians were primarily sedentary throughout their existence. True False

3) Barley was the first cereal Natufians domesticated. True False

4) Dogs were the first animals domesticated by Natufians. True False

5) Ain Mallaha was a transient Natufian settlement. True False
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True or False Is the statement true or false?

1) Explain the significance of Ain Mallaha in understanding Natufian culture.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2) How did Natufian agricultural practices contribute to societal complexity?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below

Write
Write a short dialogue between two Natufians discussing the benefits of 
settled life versus nomadic life.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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Choose Circle if the statements relate to Hunter-Gatherer (HG) or Agrarian societies.

# Statements HG Agrarian

1
Individuals often migrate seasonally in search of food and 
resources.

HG Agrarian

2 Food surplus allows for larger populations to be sustained. HG Agrarian

3
Diet is varied, depending on the types of plants and animals 
available locally.

HG Agrarian

4
Social structures are generally egalitarian with few hierarchical 
leaders.

HG Agrarian

5 Land ownership and inheritance are defined and regulated. HG Agrarian

6
Small, mobile groups of people are common, consisting of several 
families.

HG Agrarian

7
Permanent structures are built from materials such as wood, stone, 
and mud.

HG Agrarian

8
Temporary shelters are often used, made from materials like leaves 
and branches.

HG Agrarian

9
Craft specializations emerge, such as pottery, weaving, and 
metalwork.

HG Agrarian

10 The concept of land ownership is typically communal or nonexistent. HG Agrarian

11
Large, permanent settlements are established, often near water 
sources.

HG Agrarian

12
Societies cultivate crops and domesticate animals for food and 
labour.

HG Agrarian

13
Members typically work fewer hours per day and have more leisure 
time. 

HG Agrarian

14
Food acquisition relies on knowledge passed down about local flora 
and fauna. 

HG Agrarian

15
Complex societal hierarchies develop, including distinct leadership 
roles.

HG Agrarian

16
Trade networks are established for exchanging goods with distant 
groups.

HG Agrarian

17
Children are often involved in learning farming techniques from a 
young age.

HG Agrarian

18
Religious and cultural practices become more centralized and 
complex.

HG Agrarian

19 Populations are usually smaller due to the need for mobility. HG Agrarian

20
Tools are primarily made from organic materials found in the 
environment. 

HG Agrarian
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Compare and Contrast Essay - Society vs. Civilization 

While both societies and civilizations form the foundation of human organization, 
civilizations represent a more advanced stage of development with structured governance, 
intricate economies, and significant cultural and technological achievements. Societies, on 
the other hand, might remain with simpler social structures and more direct subsistence 
strategies, but are equally important for understanding human social evolution.

Aspect Society Civilization

Definition

A society refers to a group of 
individuals who share a common 
culture, geographical location, or 

social structure.

A civilization is a complex society 
characterized by urban development, 

social stratification, and a form of 
governmental organization.

Organization

Societies can range from simple 
to complex but often lack the 

formal political structures found 
in civilizations. Examples include 

hunter-gatherer communities.

Civilizations have detailed 
governmental systems and often 

complex legal codes, with examples 
like Ancient Egypt and the Roman 

Empire.

Technology

Technological advancements in 
societies are typically rudimentary 

and directly related to daily 
survival and local needs.

Civilizations demonstrate advanced 
technology, such as the creation of 
the wheel, architectural innovations 
like the pyramids, and development 
of writing systems like cuneiform.

Culture

Cultural achievements in societies 
are often oral, like folklore, 

dances, and rituals that define a 
group’s identity.

Civilizations boast monumental 
cultural achievements, such as 

literature, monumental architecture, 
and elaborate art forms, like the 

Renaissance art or Mesopotamian 
ziggurats.

Economic 
Systems

Economic activities in societies 
are usually subsistence-based, 

focusing on agriculture and 
hunting.

Civilizations have complex 
economies, including trade networks, 

currency systems, and diversified 
labour, as seen in the Silk Road trade 
or the industrial activities of ancient 

Rome.

Examples
Indigenous tribes in the Amazon, 

Bedouin groups in the Middle East.

Ancient Greece, the Indus Valley 
Civilization, and modern post-

industrial nations.
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1) Societies typically have advanced technological systems. True False

2) Civilizations include complex economic activities. True False

3) All societies have structured governmental systems. True False

4) The economic systems in civilizations focus on subsistence agriculture. True False

5) Writing systems were developed in civilizations. True False

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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True or False Is the statement true or false?

Diary
Write a diary entry that describes a day in the life of someone from an 
ancient civilization.

1) Describe how the governmental structures in civilizations differ from those in societies.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2) How does the cultural heritage of societies compare to that of civilizations?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below.
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Cut Out Cut out the exit cards below and have students complete them at the end of class.

Exit Cards

Name: ___________________________

Is the statement true or false?

1) Societies lack formal 
political structures.

T F

2) The tribes in Amazon are 
examples of civilizations.

T F

3) Ancient Egypt is an 
example of a society that 
lacked complex legal codes.

T F

4) Societies and civilizations 
both utilize advanced 
technology for daily survival.

T F

Name: ___________________________

Is the statement true or false?

1) Societies lack formal 
political structures.

T F

2) The tribes in Amazon are 
examples of civilizations.

T F

3) Ancient Egypt is an 
example of a society that 
lacked complex legal codes.

T F

4) Societies and civilizations 
both utilize advanced 
technology for daily survival.

T F

Name: ___________________________

Is the statement true or false?

1) Societies lack formal 
political structures.

T F

2) The tribes in Amazon are 
examples of civilizations.

T F

3) Ancient Egypt is an 
example of a society that 
lacked complex legal codes.

T F

4) Societies and civilizations 
both utilize advanced 
technology for daily survival.

T F

Name: ___________________________

Is the statement true or false?

1) Societies lack formal 
political structures.

T F

2) The tribes in Amazon are 
examples of civilizations.

T F

3) Ancient Egypt is an 
example of a society that 
lacked complex legal codes.

T F

4) Societies and civilizations 
both utilize advanced 
technology for daily survival.

T F
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• Memory game cards (provided) with the names of 

societies on one set and their characteristics on 

another set.

• A flat surface to lay out the cards.

• Whiteboard to display matches for reference by 

students while they are playing

1. Divide the class into groups of 3 or 4. Give each group a set of Memory Game 
cards. (Provided)

2. Have each group lay all the cards face down in a grid on a table or the floor.

3. The students take turns flipping over two cards at a time, trying to find a 
matching term and its definition.

4. If a student finds a match, they remove those cards from the grid and keep 
them.

5. If the cards do not match, they are turned back over, and the next student 
takes a turn.

6. The game continues until all the cards have been matched.

7. After the game, review the terms and definitions with the class.

8. Discuss why these terms are important to understand societies and 
civilizations..

Materials What you will need for the activity.

Instructions How you will complete the activity

To enhance students' understanding of various societies and civilizations by identifying 
and recalling key characteristics and achievements through a memory game.

Objective What are we learning about?

Memory Game: Societies and Civilizations 
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Civilization/Society Characteristics/Description

Ancient Egypt
Pyramids, hieroglyphs, 

pharaohs, fertile Nile Valley, 
mummification

Roman Empire
Colosseum, extensive roads, 

legal systems, Senate, 
conquests

Indus Valley Civilization

Advanced urban planning, 
drainage systems, trade, 

undeciphered script, 
metallurgy

Maya Civilization

Complex calendar, 
hieroglyphic writing, step 

pyramids, maize cultivation, 
astronomy

Ancient Greece
Democracy, philosophy, 

Olympics, theatrical 
innovations, naval power

Cards List of societies and civilizations
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Civilization/Society Characteristics/Description

Ming Dynasty

Forbidden City, Great Wall 
extensions, porcelain, Zheng 
He's expeditions, civil service 

exams

Viking Society
Seafaring, raiding and trading, 
Norse mythology, longships, 

sagas

Aztec Empire
Tenochtitlan, chinampas, 
sacrifice rituals, calendar, 

codices

Ancient Persia

Cyrus the Great, 
Zoroastrianism, Royal Road, 

qanat systems, extensive 
empire

Abbasid Caliphate

House of Wisdom, Baghdad’s 
Golden Age, trade routes, 
advancements in science, 

calligraphy

Cards List of societies and civilizations
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Civilization/Society Characteristics/Description

Inca Empire
Machu Picchu, quipu, terraced 

farming, road system, sun 
worship

Ottoman Empire

Janissaries, siege of 
Constantinople, coffee culture, 

tulip period, extensive 
bureaucracy

Medieval Japan (Samurai)
Bushido code, shogunate, tea 

ceremony, katana, Zen 
Buddhism

Zulu Kingdom
Shaka Zulu, military 

innovations, cowhide shields, 
communal living, beadwork

Ancient Sumer
Cuneiform, ziggurats, city-

states, early mathematics, Epic 
of Gilgamesh

Cards List of societies and civilizations
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Civilization/Society Characteristics/Description

Mongol Empire
Genghis Khan, horseback 
archery, yurts, Silk Road 
expansion, postal system

Ancient Mali
Timbuktu, gold-salt trade, 
Mansa Musa’s pilgrimage, 
griots, Timbuktu University

Qing Dynasty
Opium Wars, Summer Palace, 

Queue hairstyle, Dowager 
Empress Cixi, Boxer Rebellion

Renaissance Italy
City-states, patronage of arts, 
humanism, Leonardo da Vinci, 

banking innovations

Byzantine Empire

Hagia Sophia, Greek fire, 
Justinian Code, iconoclasm, 

strategic position between Asia 
and Europe

Cards List of societies and civilizations



A New Leaf in Maplewood

In the bustling town of Maplewood, a young immigrant 
named Elena gazed out her window, reflecting on her 
journey from Ukraine to Canada. Just a year ago, she 
and her family had arrived in Maplewood, a town known 
for its vibrant mix of cultures. Elena had learned that in 
2021, Canada welcomed 405,000 immigrants, the highest 
number in its history.

Elena's story began when her family decided to move to 
Canada in search of a safer life and better opportunities. 
"We chose Canada because it's one of the most 
welcoming countries for immigrants," her father had explained. Indeed, statistics 
showed that Canada's immigrants accounted for over 21% of the total population, 
contributing significantly to the workforce.

The transition wasn't without its challenges. Language barriers and cultural differences 
made the first few months difficult. However, Elena soon discovered the joys of 
multiculturalism in her school. She was fascinated by the diversity in her classroom—
students from all over the world shared their unique traditions and perspectives. This 
was a vivid example of multiculturalism's benefit: fostering understanding and respect 
among diverse groups.

Elena also learned about the challenges of maintaining a multicultural society. Issues 
like discrimination and social integration were topics of discussion in her social studies 
class. "Multiculturalism requires effort from all members of society to create an 
inclusive environment," her teacher, Mr. Adrian, had pointed out.

Through community events and school projects, Elena saw firsthand the benefits of 
diverse communities. These events not only showcased different cultures but also 
promoted unity. She realized that every culture added a unique thread to the social 
fabric of Maplewood, enriching it.

Now, as Elena looked out at the colourful streets during the Maplewood Cultural 
Festival, she felt a deep sense of belonging. Her journey was a testament to the power 
of embracing diversity. Maplewood, with its blend of cultures, was not just her new 
home but a shining example of multicultural success.
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Story: Immigration and Multiculturalism 
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1. Elena moved from Ukraine to France. True False

2. Canada welcomed over 400,000 immigrants in 2021. True False

3. Immigrants make up 10% of Canada's population. True False

4. Discrimination is not a topic in Elena's class. True False

5. Multiculturalism eliminates all social challenges. True False
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True or False Is the statement true or false?

Write Write a paragraph about your own cultural background and a tradition you cherish.

1) Explain the importance of multiculturalism as seen at the Maplewood Cultural Festival.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2) What challenges do immigrants like Elena face when moving to a new country?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Case Study: The Maya Civilization: Collapse and Legacy

The Maya Civilization: An Overview
The Maya civilization was a Mesoamerican culture 
known for its remarkable advancements in various 
fields such as writing, astronomy, and architecture. 
Flourishing in areas that now encompass Mexico, 
Belize, Guatemala, and Honduras, the Maya developed 
a complex hieroglyphic script, one of the most 
sophisticated writing systems in the pre-Columbian 
Americas. They were also skilled astronomers, charting celestial movements to guide 
agricultural and ceremonial life. Their architectural feats include towering pyramids, 
palaces, and observatories, reflecting a highly organized societal structure and rich 
cultural ethos.

Advancements of the Maya
▪ Writing: Developed a comprehensive system of hieroglyphs.
▪ Astronomy: Used detailed astronomical observations to create calendars.
▪ Architecture: Built elaborate ceremonial complexes, including the famous pyramids.

Theories Behind the Decline
Around the 9th century, the Maya civilization began a rapid decline, puzzling historians 
and archaeologists. Several theories have been proposed to explain this sudden fall:
▪ Environmental Degradation: Intensive agricultural practices might have led to 

deforestation, soil depletion, and water shortages.
▪ Warfare: Increased warfare among the Maya city-states could have led to societal 

breakdowns.
▪ Social Upheaval: Class struggles and political turmoil might have destabilized the 

once-cohesive society.

The Maya Legacy
Despite their ancient cities lying in ruins, the descendants of the Maya people continue to 
live in Central America, preserving a rich heritage that includes traditional arts, 
agricultural practices, and community rituals. The Maya languages are still spoken today, 
and many contemporary Maya communities hold tight to customs and traditions that have 
been passed down through generations. Their legacy is evident in the vibrant cultural 
tapestry of modern Central America, contributing significantly to its diversity.

Lessons on Sustainability and Resilience
The story of the Maya civilization offers profound lessons on the importance of 
sustainability and resilience. It serves as a historical example of how environmental 
stewardship, wise management of resources, and societal cohesion are crucial for the 
long-term prosperity of civilizations. 
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1) The Maya used a simple writing system. True False

2) Maya astronomy was primitive compared to other cultures. True False

3) Maya architecture included significant wooden structures. True False

4) Warfare was uncommon among the Maya city-states. True False

5) The Maya civilization still influences modern Central America. True False
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True or False Is the statement true or false?

1) Explain how warfare could have contributed to the Maya's decline.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2) Discuss the impact of environmental degradation on the Maya civilization.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below.

Draw Draw a Maya hieroglyph that could represent a modern object.
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Cut Out Cut out the exit cards below and have students complete them at the end of class.

Exit Cards

Name: ___________________________

How do the descendants of the Maya 
people preserve their cultural heritage 
today?

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

Name: ___________________________

How do the descendants of the Maya 
people preserve their cultural heritage 
today?

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

Name: ___________________________

How do the descendants of the Maya 
people preserve their cultural heritage 
today?

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

Name: ___________________________

How do the descendants of the Maya 
people preserve their cultural heritage 
today?

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________
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Newspaper Article: Sustaining the Natural Environment

Eco-Awareness Peaks as 
Global Leaders Commit to 

Sustainability

Published on July 11, 2024

Breaking News: In an unprecedented 
global gathering today, leaders from over 
100 countries have pledged to enhance 
their commitment to environmental 
sustainability. This historic decision 
underscores the critical need to protect and 
nurture the natural environment, ensuring a 
balanced ecosystem for future generations.

During the summit, held in Geneva, 
Switzerland, the primary focus was on 
tackling pressing environmental issues such 
as climate change, deforestation, and water 
scarcity. Statistics shared at the conference 
reveal that over 15% of the global land area 
has suffered severe degradation due to 
agricultural practices and urban expansion.

Furthermore, scientists report a disturbing 
30% increase in carbon emissions over the 
past decade alone, accelerating the effects 
of global warming.

In response, the summit unveiled a 
comprehensive plan aiming to reduce 
carbon emissions by 40% globally by 2035. 
This ambitious target will be achieved 
through the promotion of renewable energy 
sources, such as solar and wind power, 
which currently account for 22% of the 
world’s total energy production. Experts at 
the summit highlighted that boosting this 
figure to 50% could significantly mitigate

the adverse effects of climate change.

Water conservation also received 
significant attention. With nearly 2 billion 
people worldwide lacking access to clean 
drinking water, the summit's leaders have 
committed to improving water 
infrastructure and reducing water wastage 
in agriculture and industry by 25% over the 
next 15 years.

The role of individual countries in sustaining 
biodiversity was another critical topic 
discussed. It was revealed that the loss of 
biodiversity could lead to the extinction of 
up to 10,000 species each year, affecting 
food security and natural habitats. 

A new global initiative aims to protect at 
least 30% of Earth’s land and ocean 
territories by 2040, focusing on areas most 
critical for biodiversity.

As these 
discussions 
make 
international 
headlines, 
the message 
is clear: 
sustainability 
is no longer 
optional but 
essential for 
the survival of our planet. 

The commitments made today are a great 
step towards a sustainable future, but they 
require the continued effort of all nations 
and individuals to become a reality.
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1) Carbon emissions have decreased over the past decade. True False

2) Renewable energy currently generates 50% of global energy. True False

3) Leaders aim to cut carbon emissions by 25% by 2035. True False

4) Water scarcity was a primary focus at the summit. True False

5) The biodiversity initiative aims to protect 20% of Earth's areas. True False
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True or False Is the statement true or false?

Write Script a dialogue between two leaders discussing a new environmental policy.

1) Describe how urban expansion contributes to environmental degradation.

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

2) How can reducing water wastage help sustain the environment?

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below.

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
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Case Study: Bhutan and Environmental Sustainability

Bhutan's Geographic and Political Overview
Bhutan, a small country nestled in the Himalayas, stands 
out globally for its deep commitment to environmental 
conservation. Governed by a constitutional mandate, 
Bhutan ensures that at least 60% of its land remains 
under forest cover. This policy underpins its status as 
the world’s only carbon-negative country, meaning it 
absorbs more carbon dioxide than it emits.

Constitutional Commitments and Government Policies
The commitment to maintain forest coverage is not just a 
policy but a national principle embedded in Bhutan’s constitution. 
This legal backbone supports a series of sustainable practices that reinforce Bhutan's 
environmental objectives:

▪ Organic Farming: Bhutan aims to become the world’s first 100% organic nation, 
reducing chemical inputs and promoting ecological balance.

▪ Renewable Energy: Harnessing the power of its rivers, hydroelectricity provides 
the majority of Bhutan's energy needs, exporting surplus electricity to 
neighbouring countries.

▪ Ecotourism: With a focus on sustainability, Bhutan limits tourist numbers and 
imposes a daily fee to ensure that tourism does not harm its ecosystems.

Gross National Happiness over GDP
Unique to Bhutan is the concept of Gross National Happiness (GNH), which prioritizes 
the well-being of its citizens and the environment over economic metrics like GDP. 
GNH is a holistic approach that integrates socio-economic development with 
environmental and cultural preservation. This philosophy is pivotal in guiding the 
nation's policies and reflecting a commitment to sustainability that transcends 
economic gains.

Impact on Environment and Society
The fusion of these policies has profound implications not only for Bhutan's natural 
landscape but also for its societal norms and global image. The emphasis on 
sustainability and happiness has fostered a national identity deeply connected to 
environmental ethics. These policies ensure the preservation of Bhutan's rich 
biodiversity and promote a sustainable model of development that could inspire other 
nations to consider environmental health as integral to societal prosperity.
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1) Explain the significance of Bhutan being carbon-negative.

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

2) How does GNH differ from GDP in terms of national priorities?

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below.

Write Describe a day in the life of a Bhutanese farmer practicing organic farming.

1) Bhutan is in the Himalayas. True False

2) Forest cover is below 50% in Bhutan. True False

3) Organic farming is minimal in Bhutan. True False

4) Bhutan aims to be 100% organic. True False

5) Bhutan’s constitution mandates environmental protection. True False

True or False Is the statement true or false?

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sources of  Historical Evidence

Understanding Historical Evidence
Historical evidence provides the basis for understanding our past. 
By examining different types of sources, historians can piece 
together events, cultures, and experiences from different times. 
This report will explore various sources of historical evidence 
and explain how each contributes to our understanding of history.

Types of Historical Sources
1) Archaeology: Archaeology involves the study of physical                                                          

remains left by past societies. Excavations of ancient sites                                                                 
reveal structures, tools, and relics that give insights into the                                                            
daily lives and civilizations of ancient peoples. For example, the discovery of the 
Rosetta Stone was crucial for deciphering Egyptian hieroglyphs.

2) Artifacts: Objects created by humans, such as pottery, clothing, and weapons, are 
called artifacts. These items help us understand the material culture of a society and 
the technological advancements they had achieved.

3) Literature: Written works from the past, including books, poems, and plays, reflect the 
thoughts and values of their times. For instance, Shakespeare’s plays offer a window 
into the social and political life of Elizabethan England.

4) Art and Music: These are expressions of the cultural and emotional landscapes of their 
creators. Renaissance paintings, for example, reveal much about the religious and 
social priorities of that period.

5) Biographies and Journals: These personal documents provide intimate details about 
the lives of individuals, offering perspectives on historical events and daily life that 
broader documents might overlook.

6) Photographs: Since their invention, photographs have provided a visual record of 
historical events and changes in society, such as the conditions during the Great 
Depression.

7) Oral Histories: These are accounts passed down through generations verbally. Oral 
histories are particularly important for understanding the histories of cultures with 
strong oral traditions, such as Indigenous peoples in Canada.

How Sources Enhance Understanding
Each type of historical source adds a different layer to our understanding of the past. 
Archaeology and artifacts show us the physical reality of historical settings. Literature, art, 
and music reflect the emotional and cultural nuances. Biographies and journals offer 
personal viewpoints, while photographs provide visual proof of past events. Oral histories 
maintain the narratives of those who might not be represented in written records.
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1) How does archaeology contribute to understanding past societies?

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

2) How do oral histories complement other historical sources?

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below.

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

Draw
Sketch an artifact you might find at an ancient Egyptian site and describe its 
possible use.

1) Archaeology is only about studying bones. True False

2) All artifacts are at least 1000 years old. True False

3) Photographs have been around since 1600. True False

4) Biographies provide details on broader historical events. True False

5) Artifacts reveal nothing about technological progress. True False

True or False Is the statement true or false?



Anne Frank: Life Behind the Diary
Anne Frank was a young Jewish girl who documented her life in hiding during the Nazi 
occupation of the Netherlands in World War II. Her 
family, along with four others, hid in the "Secret 
Annex," a concealed extension of an Amsterdam 
office building. Anne’s diary entries start on June 
12, 1942, and detail not just daily activities but her 
thoughts, fears, and dreams.

The Impact of the Diary
Anne’s diary serves as a crucial educational tool, 
providing a deeply personal view of the Holocaust. Through her writings, readers gain 
insight into the oppressive conditions faced by Jews under Nazi rule. The diary details 
the constant fear of discovery, the challenges of living in confined quarters, and the 
struggle to maintain hope in a time of terror.

Key Aspects of Daily Life
Anne’s writings provide specific insights into daily life during this horrific period:
▪ Food Scarcity: Entries describe rationing and the constant struggle to find enough 

food.

▪ Isolation and Fear: The emotional toll of hiding and the fear of the Gestapo 
discovering them.

▪ Growing Up: Despite the circumstances, Anne writes about her personal growth 
and changing views on the world.

Personal Narratives and Historical Understanding
Anne Frank's diary not only educates about the Holocaust but also exemplifies the 
power of personal narratives in understanding history. Her observations and 
reflections help personalize the statistics of war and genocide, offering a human 
connection that textbooks often lack. This narrative shows that history is not just about 
events, but also about the individuals who live through them.

Her diary, first published in 1947 as "The Diary of a Young Girl," has been translated 
into more than 70 languages. It serves as a powerful reminder of the dangers of 
intolerance, the consequences of persecution, and the resilience of the human spirit. 
Through Anne’s story, students learn that every person, including themselves, can 
impact the world.
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Case Study: Anne Frank's Diary



Curriculum Connection 
8.1.4Name: ________________________ 87

1) Anne Frank began her diary in July 1942. True False

2) More than five people hid with Anne. True False

3) The Franks hid in a basement in Amsterdam. True False

4) Anne’s diary was first published in 1950. True False

5) The diary has been translated into 50 languages. True False
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True or False Is the statement true or false?

1) Why is Anne Frank's diary considered a valuable historical document?

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

2) Explain the impact of Anne's diary on the awareness of human rights.

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below.

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Write Write a paragraph on what you might feel in Anne's situation.
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Cut Out Cut out the exit cards below and have students complete them at the end of class.

Exit Cards

Name: ___________________________

Circle the correct answer.

1) When did Anne Frank 
begin her diary?

July, 1942 

June, 1943

2) Where did Anne Frank 
hide with her family?

Secret Silo  

Secret Annex

3) What significant event 
does the diary relate to?

WW! 

Holocaust

4) When was the diary 
first published?

1946 

1947

5) How many languages 
has the diary been 
translated into?

70

60

Name: ___________________________

Circle the correct answer.

1) When did Anne Frank 
begin her diary?

July, 1942 

June, 1943

2) Where did Anne Frank 
hide with her family?

Secret Silo  

Secret Annex

3) What significant event 
does the diary relate to?

WW! 

Holocaust

4) When was the diary 
first published?

1946 

1947

5) How many languages 
has the diary been 
translated into?

70

60

Name: ___________________________

Circle the correct answer.

1) When did Anne Frank 
begin her diary?

July, 1942 

June, 1943

2) Where did Anne Frank 
hide with her family?

Secret Silo  

Secret Annex

3) What significant event 
does the diary relate to?

WW! 

Holocaust

4) When was the diary 
first published?

1946 

1947

5) How many languages 
has the diary been 
translated into?

70

60

Name: ___________________________

Circle the correct answer.

1) When did Anne Frank 
begin her diary?

July, 1942 

June, 1943

2) Where did Anne Frank 
hide with her family?

Secret Silo  

Secret Annex

3) What significant event 
does the diary relate to?

WW! 

Holocaust

4) When was the diary 
first published?

1946 

1947

5) How many languages 
has the diary been 
translated into?

70

60



Discovery and Description
The Rosetta Stone was discovered in 1799 by French 
soldiers who were rebuilding a fort in Egypt. This artifact is 
a large stone slab, featuring inscriptions carved in 196 BC. 
The inscriptions on the Rosetta Stone are written in three 
scripts: Greek, Demotic, and Egyptian hieroglyphs. Each 
script presents the same decree, which celebrated the 
reign of Pharaoh Ptolemy V.

Key to Ancient Scripts
The most crucial aspect of the Rosetta Stone is its role in 
deciphering Egyptian hieroglyphs, a script made of small pictures that was used for 
over 3000 years in Egypt. Before its discovery, hieroglyphs had not been 
understood for centuries. The Greek inscription on the stone provided a key for 
translation because Greek was well-known by scholars. 

This led to the understanding of hieroglyphs through the following steps:
1) Matching Greek and Demotic texts.

2) Identifying proper names in both texts which appear as cartouches—oval rings 
around the name.

3) Applying these discoveries to the hieroglyphic section.

Breakthrough by Champollion
Jean-François Champollion, a French scholar, made a significant breakthrough in 
1822. He realized that hieroglyphs were both symbols and sounds, and he used his 
knowledge of Coptic, a language spoken in later ancient Egypt, to match the 
sounds. Champollion's work allowed scholars to fully translate the texts on the 
Rosetta Stone, unlocking the vast literature and history of ancient Egypt.

Impact on Historical Understanding
Deciphering hieroglyphs had a profound impact on the world's understanding of 
ancient Egyptian history, culture, and society. It enabled historians to read temple 
walls, tombs, and ancient papyri, revealing details about everyday life, 
administration, and religious practices in ancient Egypt. This breakthrough 
emphasized the importance of linguistic artifacts in archaeology, showcasing how 
language can serve as a window into past civilizations. The Rosetta Stone remains a 
symbol of linguistic and archaeological triumph.
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Case Study: The Rosetta Stone
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1) The Rosetta Stone was found in 1798. True False

2) Greek, Demotic, and hieroglyphs are languages. True False

3) Champollion deciphered hieroglyphs in 1824. True False

4) The Rosetta Stone celebrated Ptolemy VI’s rule. True False

5) Hieroglyphs had been unreadable for 2000 years. True False
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True or False Is the statement true or false?

Write Write a brief paragraph on why linguistic artifacts are important in archaeology.

1) Describe the role of the Rosetta Stone in understanding Egyptian culture.

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

2) How did the discovery of the Rosetta Stone impact historical knowledge?

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions Answer the questions below.

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________



Multiple Choice /10

1) Which is not a component of a worldview?
2) Whose creation story involves the first man 
and woman being created from ears of corn?

a) Beliefs a) Norse Mythology

b) Values b) Navajo Tradition

c) Character traits c) Aboriginal Australian Tales

d) Attitudes d) Canadian Indigenous Communities

3) What might a conservationist value? 4) Where did the Arab Spring start?

a) Buildings a) Syria

b) Growth b) Yemen

c) Nature c) Egypt

d) Money d) Tunisia

5) What does SpaceX want to do on Mars?
6) What did social media do during the Arab 
Spring?

a) Visit a) Entertain

b) Colonize b) Organize

c) Study c) Distract

d) Paint d) Quiet

7) Where were Lucy’s bones discovered?
8) Who were the first humans in Norse 
mythology?

a) Australia (Australia) a) Adam and Eve

b) England (Europe) b) Ask and Embla

c) Ethiopia (Africa) c) Romulus and Remus

d) Singapore (Asia) d) Cain and Abel

9) What was written on the Rosetta Stone?
10) Which type of society established 
agricultural practices?

a) A song A) Agrarian Society

b) A decree B) Hunter-gatherer Society

c) A poem C) Industrial Society

d) A rule D) Farm To Table Society

Name: ________________________ 96

Unit Test – Understanding Societies Past and Present



97

Term Definition – What does it mean?

Hieroglyphs

World View

Civilization
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Define What do the terms below mean?

Short Answer Answer the questions below – Each question is worth 3 marks.

1) Describe how culture can change a person’s world view.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2) What is the difference between a society and a civilization?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

3) How does agriculture affect a society according to the Natufian culture?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________



98
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Long Answer Answer the questions below – Each question is worth 5 marks.

2) Describe the evolution of societies. Start by outlining characteristics of early societies 
and how they transitioned into more advanced societies.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

1) Choose a civilization you have studied. Write about its rise, collapse and legacy – how 
we remember this civilization.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	document.pdf (p.1-75)
	document (1)_compressed.pdf (p.76-150)
	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64
	Slide 65
	Slide 66
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69
	Slide 70
	Slide 71
	Slide 72
	Slide 73
	Slide 74
	Slide 75

	document (2)_compressed.pdf (p.151-225)
	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64
	Slide 65
	Slide 66
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69
	Slide 70
	Slide 71
	Slide 72
	Slide 73
	Slide 74
	Slide 75

	document (3)_compressed.pdf (p.226-300)
	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64
	Slide 65
	Slide 66
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69
	Slide 70
	Slide 71
	Slide 72
	Slide 73
	Slide 74
	Slide 75

	document (4)_compressed.pdf (p.301-375)
	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64
	Slide 65
	Slide 66
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69
	Slide 70
	Slide 71
	Slide 72
	Slide 73
	Slide 74
	Slide 75


